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Pastoral Perspectives — On the Providence of God Amidst a Global Pandemic  

 

God’s providence is God’s carrying out what God has eternally decided to do in all things, according to Calvin 
(Institutes 1.16.8). 1 

 

“When the sky is overcast with dense clouds, and a violent tempest arises, the dark-
ness which is presented to our eye, and the thunder which strikes our ears, and stupefies all 
our senses with terror, make us imagine that everything is thrown into confusion, though in 
the firmament itself all continues quiet and serene.  

In the same way, when the tumultuous aspect of human affairs unfits us for judging, 
we should still hold, that God, in the pure light of his justice and wisdom, keeps all these 
commotions in due subordination, and conducts them to their proper end.” —John Calvin, 
Institutes of the Christian Religion (1.17.1)  

 

In the midst of the Lenten season upon the onset of spring into Holy Week through Eastertide, even at re-
counting Shakespeare’s words to so beware the ides of March, I have taken solace in spiritual sensibilities of 
sustained solitude while simultaneously staying on site with dear loved ones throughout these unprecedent-
ed days of uncertainty. Our reformed understanding of faith as expressed by John Calvin’s biblically theologi-
cal and deeply devotional Institutes of the Christian Religion have come to mind a number of times in my ex-
perience, dealing with the dreary difficulties encountered upon reflection on the current dire circumstances 
surrounding our world as we endure the present pandemic.  

 

Calvin’s views on the comprehensiveness of providence have not been persuasive to all people. But Calvin 
sees belief in God’s providence as sustaining us in both good times and bad. He wrote “ignorance of provi-
dence is the ultimate of all miseries; the highest blessedness lies in the knowledge of it” (1.17.11). 2 

 
As the apostle Paul’s encouraging word to faithful followers in Rome reminds us, “we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love God—who are called according to God’s purpose.” (Romans 8:28)  

 
May the beloved community of faith in Christ experience God’s comfort, presence and peace upon this Word 
of Providence in Spirit. Prayerfully interceding before the throne of grace, with blessings and warm regards 
to you and yours, under the Lord’s continual renewing and healing mercies, I abide and remain  

 
Still in One Peace,  

Pastor Rex Espiritu  

 
1 McKim, Donald K.. Coffee with Calvin: Daily Devotions (p. 5). Westminster John Knox Press. Kindle Edition. 

2 Ibid.  
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May 
 

04 Eric Rogers  
05 Emiley Bailey 
 Joey Bailey 
08 Jay Goodrich 
09 Reny Lingo  
13 Emily Byrum 
15 Jim Runkle 
19 Audi Ford 
28 Cassandra Byrum 
29 Eliza Hyatt 
31 Bruno Benirschke 
 Lee Haggenjos 
 

June 
 

02 Christian Runkle 
03 John Young 
04 Rachel Vogler 
06 Gracie Shoemaker 
07 Dave Hyatt 
16 Stacy Lingo 
 Barbara Cortner 
21 Christina Myers 
26 Bob Morehous  

PW BRUNCH RESCHEDULED 
 
 The PW Spring Brunch has been re-
scheduled for Saturday, July 18 at 10:00am 
depending on the Covid-19 situation. 
 The program that was planned for 
April, The Ballot Box Battle" by The 
Suffragette Sisters, will  be held. 
 In honor of the 100th anniversary of 
women's suffrage, The Suffragette Sis-
ters (Deb Johnson, Deb Brown, and Marcia 
Hotopp) bring to life Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton, Susan B. Anthony, and Alice Paul who 
all worked diligently in the 1800's and early 
1900's on behalf of women's right to vote. 
 These contemporary three “Sisters” 
graduated together from Bluffton High 
School in 1971 and are retired teachers.  
Plan now to bring a friend or sister to our 
spring brunch to enjoy an entertaining and 
historically informative program. 

HAGGENJOS BABY WELCOMED 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Lee and Stephanie Haggenjos wel-
comed their first baby, Rafael Manuel, on 
March 19.  
 Dr. Mark and Donna Haggenjos are 
Rafael’s proud grandparents.  

IN MEMORIAM 

 Condolences are extended to 
the family and friends of Jerald 
(Jerry) Schwomeyer.  Jerry passed 
away on March 15.  He was a mem-
ber of FPC for nearly 29 years.

  
 Sympathy is extended to the 
family and friends of Gretchen 
Young.  Gretchen passed away on March 26.  She 
was a member of FPC for nearly 62 years.  A memo-
rial service for Gretchen is being planned for later 
this summer. 

SUNDAY SERVICES ON FACEBOOK 

 While the church remains closed due 
to Covid-19, Pastor Rex often officiates 
Sunday morning worship via video on Face-
book.  
 You can access his posts and worship 
videos at https://www.facebook.com/
FirstPCPortland/  
 Church voicemail and email are being 
monitored on a regular basis if you need to 
reach us. 
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