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Pastoral Perspectives on Rallying with One Another in Love 
 
 As I write this, the youngest two (2) of my six (6) darling daughters have now moved on from home to col-
lege together for their freshman and senior year(s), respectively. Upon enduring over a year and a half of virtual 
classes remotely in their respective secondary and collegiate classrooms while studying mostly at home alone in 
makeshift schoolroom library kiosk environments, they are looking forward to hopefully spending an entire year 
among multitudes of other recently fully vaccinated students at a world recognized state university.  
 Embarking on the first semester of undergraduate studies this year while having the benefit of another adja-
cent sibling’s comforting presence on the same campus, being together with each other especially through one’s 
first academic year holds a promising experience of adventure in higher education further into their young adult 
lives. Life goes on amidst an ongoing present global pandemic while other things being equal prove worldly to be 
academic. I do miss them and wonder in maternal absence what their experience might otherwise have been in 
these remarkable days, surely yet to be recalled in the future.  
 Within our wedding bands’ inner markings, their mother’s ring and mine read the following words in two 
separate successive phrases:  

A cord of three strands.…  
….is not quickly broken.    

 
 The writer of wisdom in Ecclesiastes [4:9-12 (NIV)] tells us, “Two are better than one, because they have a 
good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and 
has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm 
alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly bro-
ken.”  
 In contemplative consideration of a proverbial scriptural principle prescribed for practical application, this 
may very well be a powerful word of prayerful wisdom for provident wonder among young ones of our time. It is 
our world and theirs continuing onward into the now and not yet of the better future we all would hope for. We 
need each other to remain strong together, united in common cause for the common good, public health and ex-
tended welfare of the whole community. We cannot expect to go do or get through this or any of these things well 
by ourselves alone. We are verily in need of one another.  
 Memories of vacation bible school ministries past now come to mind along with treasured Sunday school 
classes, presently combined and envisioned toward this upcoming Rally Sunday’s promotion from mid-September 
approaching into and beyond the autumnal equinox. I can remember summers when several weeks were filled with 
different VBS’s that were attended by my children as participants, leaders and/or assistants sponsored and hosted 
by various churches in the community of faith among the larger body of Christ. Festive celebrations of together-
ness to be had by all of God’s children marked seminal times of indelibly ingrained notions and experiences of 
Word and Spirit for the glory of the Lord unto the praise of God’s glorious grace.  
 Come now, beloved, join with others this fall, as we celebrate alongside each other the gift of learning to 
love one another more and more as Christ has loved and loves us along 
with all of God’s children in the world. Let us unite in rallying with one 
another in Jesus’ love toward the better future God has in mind no matter 
come what may in and through it all. We shall indeed overcome this day. 
That is in the sure and fervent hope we have in Christ Jesus, who carries 
us throughout trials and tribulations of the times at hand. In this world, we 
will have trouble, but take heart for the holy one has overcome the world. 
May the Lord our God Almighty lead us in the way everlasting. In the 
greater grip of grace, we remain  
 
 Moving Forward in Faith,    
  Pastor Rex Espiritu 
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DR. MARK HAGGENJOS RECEIVES AWARD 
 

 The Northeast Indiana Area Health Education Center (NEI-AHEC), in the Ball State 
University College of Health, recently recognized Dr. Mark Haggenjos D.O. as the region’s re-
cipient of the 2021 Outstanding Preceptor award. The award recognizes Dr. Haggenjos for his 
outstanding service as a clini-
cal educator for the Indiana 
University School of Medicine 
(IUSM).  
 Dr. Haggenjos has 
served as a preceptor for 
IUSM for several years and 
has not only mentored dozens 
of students assigned to him  
but has also always been will-
ing to take on additional stu-
dents and be of assistance to 
other preceptors. His office 
is a welcoming environment 
for learners regardless of 
whether he is serving as the 
preceptor for their entire 
clinical rotation or just for a 
few hours. 

 “Students working with Dr. Haggenjos are often amazed at how dynamic and engaging 
rural family medicine can be. His dedication to his patients and their well-being has been an in-
spiration to the students he has mentored. His work is a shining example of the NEI-AHEC 
mission to provide excellent care to patients in rural and underserved areas while serving as a 
role model for future health care providers,” stated Justin Tobyas, LAT, ATC, Direc-
tor, Northeast Indiana Area Health Education Center (NEI-AHEC) at Ball State University 
College of Health.  

 The NEI-AHEC has been serving the 17 counties in northeast Indiana since 2001. Its 
mission is to improve health by recruiting, educating, and retaining health care professionals in 
underserved communities in Adams, Allen, Blackford, DeKalb, Delaware, Elkhart, Grant, Hun-
tington, Jay, Kosciusko, LaGrange, Noble, Randolph, Steuben, Wabash, Wells, and Whitley 
Counties in Northeast Indiana. 

Dr. Mark Haggenjos (left), Donna Haggenjos and Justin Tobyas at the 2021 
Outstanding Preceptor award presentation.  Photo & article provided. 

 
A JOYOUS  
WELCOME 

 
Phil Frantz (left) and 
John Goodrich shared 
a joyous conversation  

recently as they 
greeted attendees to  

Sunday Worship.   
The moment was  
captured by Julia  

Schwomeyer. 
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“I would like to 
take this opportuni-
ty to thank my dear 
church family for 
the cards and calls 
at the time of Bill’s 
passing.  I am com-

forted each day knowing that my church family is al-
ways there for me.  Thank you to Pastor Rex for his vis-
its to Bill and his great support to me during this diffi-
cult time.   

 With Christian Love, Carol Knight 

September 

 

02 Alice King 
03 Madeline Benirschke 
06 Tonya Hyatt 
08 Vecil Heniser 
09 Jordan Rodden 
 Daniel Scott 
10 Chris Ford 
12 Maria Hiatt 
14 Harry Scott 
21 Claire Smith 
27 Sue Dunn 
29 Stan Gockel 
 
 

October 
 
01 Adam Nixon 
 Sydney Nixon 
02 Janice Calhoun 
04 Carrie Byrum 
05 Tom Dunn 
06 Linda Frantz 
 Pam Rogers 
14 Ivy Trinidad 
17 Janet Barrett 
18 Lola Joy 
29 Lisa Vogler 
31 Lorna Snyder 

MUSIC NOTES 
 
By Linda Rodden 
 
 I have spoken 
with Rex and he, in 
turn, shared with 
the session that we 
will be holding off starting up the choir again un-
til possibly as late as the Advent season.  We will 
review the state of the world in November and 
see how things are going before deciding to start 
up again.  
 Thank you so much for your patience on 
this and I look forward to preparing music for 
the fall through the use of the additional cas-
sette tapes my sweet Daddy collected over the 
years. And I also look forward to the time when 
we can meet without any concerns whatsoever 
and begin to sing in our little choir again. 
 

Love to all - Linda 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday & Tuesday, September 6 & 7 

and 

Monday & Tuesday, October 11 & 12 

 

PW Fall Gathering  
Saturday, November 6  

@ 10:00am 
Program: Official White House 

Christmas Ornaments 
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            F I R S T  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

402 North Ship Street 

Portland IN  47371 

 

Phone: 260.726.8462 

 

mailto:office@firstpcportland.org 

 

http://www.firstpcportland.org  

Our Vision Statement 

“To provide a ministry which will lead 

people to strengthen their faith in Jesus 

Christ and reach out with God’s love.” 

September 
 
05 Communion 
06 Labor Day 
 Church Office Closed 
07 Church Office Closed 
12 Rally Sunday 
 Sack Lunch Celebration  
 Pastor Rex @ Winchester 
14 4:30pm Worship & Music Comm. Mtg. 
 6:30pm Deacons Meeting 
 6:45pm Session Meeting 
17 Deadline to submit 2022 Departmental 
 Budgets 
26 Pastor Rex @ Winchester 

October 
 
03 World Communion Sunday/Communion 
 Peace & Global Witness Offering Collected 
10 Pastor Rex @ Winchester 
11-12 Church Office Closed 
12 6:30pm Session Meeting 
18 9:00am Newsletter Deadline 
24 Pastor Rex @ Winchester 
31 Joint Service with Winchester @ Portland 
 Guest Preacher: Rev. T. Alan Thames 

CALENDAR 

 

Church Office hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9:00am-3:00pm 

Closed on Friday 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 9:30am  
in person & via Facebook 

www.facebook.com/FirstPCPortland/ 

https://www.firstpcportland.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPCPortland/

